
TREATY OF AMITY, ECONOMIC RELATIONS, AND CONSULAR RIGHTS BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND IRAN, SIGNED AT TEHRAN, ON 15 AUGUST 1955  
[284 UNTS 93] 

The United States of America and Iran, desirous of emphasizing the friendly relations which have long 
prevailed between their peoples, of reaffirming the high principles in the regulation of human affairs to 
which they are committed, of encouraging mutually beneficial trade and investments and closer economic 
intercourse generally between their peoples, and of regulating consular relations, have resolved to conclude, 
on the basis of reciprocal equality of treatment, a Treaty of Amity, Economic Relations, and Consular Rights 
…  

Article I 

There shall be firm and enduring peace and sincere friendship between the United States of America and 
Iran. 

… 

Article IV 

1. Each High Contracting Party shall at all times accord fair and equitable treatment to nationals and 
companies of the other High Contracting Party, and to their property and enterprises; shall refrain 
from applying unreasonable or discriminatory measures that would impair their legally acquired 
rights and interests; and shall assure that their lawful contractual rights are afforded effective means 
of enforcement, in conformity with the applicable laws. 

… 

Article X 

1. Between the territories of the two High Contracting Parties there shall be freedom of commerce and 
navigation. 

… 

Article XX 

1. The present Treaty shall not preclude the application of measures: 

(a) regulating the importation or exportation of gold or silver;  

(b) relating to fissionable materials, the radio-active by-products thereof, or the sources thereof;  

(c) regulating the production of or traffic in arms, ammunition and implements of war, or traffic in 
other materials carried on directly or indirectly for the purpose of supplying a military establishment; 
and  

(d) necessary to fulfill the obligations of a High Contracting Party for the maintenance or restoration of 
international peace and security, or necessary to protect its essential security interests. 

… 

Article XXI 

1. Each High Contracting Party shall accord sympathetic consideration to, and shall afford adequate 
opportunity for consultation regarding, such representations as the other High Contracting Party may 
make with respect to any matter affecting the operation of the present Treaty. 

2. Any dispute between the High Contracting Parties as to the interpretation or application of the 
present Treaty, not satisfactorily adjusted by diplomacy, shall be submitted to the International Court 
of Justice, unless the High Contracting Parties agree to settlement by some other pacific means. 


