
Discussant’s bios: 
 
Joanne Mariner  
Human Rights Watch 
Director, Terrorism and Counterterrorism Program 

Joanne Mariner, director of Human Rights Watch's Terrorism and Counterterrorism Program, 
is an expert on counterterrorism laws and policies. She closely follows developments at 
Guantanamo and has conducted extensive research on rendition and CIA prisons. In 2006, she 
testified before the European Parliament about CIA activities in Europe. She drafted Human 
Rights Watch's 1999 submission to the House of Lords in the Pinochet case, and is the author of 
a ground-breaking 2001 report on prison rape.  

Before joining Human Rights Watch, Mariner served as a law clerk to Judge Stephen Reinhardt 
of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. She graduated summa cum laude 
from Barnard College and received a JD from Yale Law School. Mariner speaks French and 
Spanish. 

 
Eyal Benvenisti 
New York University School of Law 
Global Visiting Professor 
 
Eyen Benvenisti is Anny and Paul Yanowicz Professor of Human Rights at Tel Aviv University 
Faculty of Law. He previously was Hersch Lauterpacht Professor of International Law at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem Faculty of Law. He earned an LL. B. (1984) at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. LL.M. (1988) and a J.S.D. (1990) at Yale Law School. He has been the 
Director of the Cegla Center for Interdisciplinary Research of the Law and Editor in Chief of 
Theoretical Inquiries in Law (2002-2005) and the Director of the Minerva Center for Human 
Rights at the Hebrew University (2000-2002). During his career as a professor he has also been 
part of the Global Law Faculty, New York University School of Law since 2003, and a Visiting 
Professor of Law at Harvard Law School, Columbia Law School, University of Michigan School 
of Law and University of Pennsylvania Law School. Additionally, he was Humboldt Fellow at the 
Humboldt University and the University of Munich and a Visiting Fellow at the Max Planck 
Institute for International Law in Heidelberg. His areas of teaching and research include 
international law, constitutional law and administrative law. 

He is also part of the Editorial Boards of the American Journal of International Law, and 
International Law in Domestic Courts. 

Professor Benvenisti’s publications include: The International Law of Occupation (Princeton 
University Press, 1993, second edition forthcoming with Oxford University Press 2010), Sharing 
Transboundary Resources: International Law and Optimal Resource Use (Cambridge 
University Press, 2002). "Reclaiming Democracy: The Strategic Uses of Foreign and 
International Law by National Courts," 102 American Journal of International Law 241 (2008), 
"The Empire’s New Clothes: Political Economy and the Fragmentation of International Law," 60 
Stanford Law Review 595(2008)(with George W. Downs), “The Origins of the Concept of 
Belligerent Occupation,” 26 Law and History Review (forthcoming, 2008), “Exit and Voice in 
the Age of Globalization,” 98 Michigan Law Review 167 (1999), and “Collective Action in the 
Utilization of Shared Freshwater: The Challenges of International Water Resources Law,” 90 
American Journal of International Law 384 (1996).  


