Pursuing a Doctorate: From Application to Publication

Program Information 

Unlike graduate programs in the humanities and social sciences, law schools do not prepare students for the process of conducting systematic research and writing a dissertation. The question of legal methodology is barely raised; most of the time, the only method even implicitly learned is that which is designed to answer the practical question, "What is the law?" It is not surprising that the casualty rate-completing a dissertation the quality of which is well below the potential of the student, or failure to complete the dissertation altogether-is very high both in Europe and the U.S.

This valuable workshop will focus mainly on the process of writing a successful legal dissertation but will include such topics as defining valid research questions, understanding the difference between a work plan and an outline, examining the relationship between research questions and methodology, and the like. 

The workshop will also address more pragmatic issues for future applications to doctoral programs, such as: the decision to pursue doctoral studies; how one prepares a dissertation proposal for the application to a doctoral program; how much one needs to read before beginning to write; possible remedies for writers' block; different models of supervision and the ups and downs of the relationship with the supervisor; editing a dissertation; the transformation of dissertation to book; and the job market. Lunch will be provided as well as light refreshments throughout the day. A more detailed schedule will be posted later this month.

The sessions will be conducted by Professor Joseph Weiler, University Professor, New York University and Joseph Straus Professor of Law and European Union Jean Monnet Chair at NYU School of Law. Other faculty, administrators, and J.S.D. graduates will also provide information and perspectives. 

Professor Weiler is the Chair and Faculty Director of the Hauser Global Law School Program and Director of the Jean Monnet Center for International and Regional Economic Law & Justice at NYU, as well as Faculty Director of the J.S.D. Program at NYU School of Law. He served as Head of the Law Department at the European University Institute in Florence, a department focused entirely on research and doctoral studies, from which he received his Ph.D. Professor Weiler also served as Chair of the Graduate Program at the University of Michigan Law School and as Co-Chair of the Graduate Program at Harvard Law School. 

